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tion; confusion would be the outcome. The'first pffice_of
the social organ we call_the school is to. provide a simplified
environment, frfselects the features which are fairly funda-
mentaT~and capable of being responded to by the young.
Then it establishes a progressive order, using the factors first
acquired as means of gaining insight into what is more com-
plicated.
In the second place, it is the business of the school envi-
ronment to eliminate, so far as possible, the unworthy features
of the existing environment from influence upon mental habi-
tudes. It establishes a purified medium of action. Selec-
tion aims not only at simplifying but at weeding out what is
undesirable. Every society gets encumbered with what is
trivial, with dead wood from the past, and with what is posi-
tively perverse. The school has the duty of omitting such
things from the environment which it supplies, and thereby
doing what it can to counteract their influence in the ordinary
social environment. By selecting the best for its exclusive
use, it strives to reenf orce the power of this best. As a society
becomes more enlightened, it realizes that it is responsible
not to transmit and conserve the whole of its existing achieve-
ments, but only such as make for a better future society. The
school is its chief agency for the accomplishment of this end.
In the third place, it is the office of the school environment
to balance the various elements in the social environment,
and to see to it that each individual gets an opportunity to
escape from the limitations of the social group in which he
was born, and to come into living contact with a broader
environment. Such words as ' society' and' community' are
likely to be misleading, for they have a tendency to mike us
think there is single thing corresponding to the single word.
As a matter of fact, a modern society is many societies more
, or less loosely connected. Each household with its imme-
diate extension of friends makes a society; the village or
street group of playmates is a community; each businesa

